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tried in vain to convert King Hugh IV de Lusignan (1324-
59) to his views. In the meantime he made the acquaint-
ance of Pierre de Lusignan, the future King of Cyprus.
This proved to be one of the great turning-points in
Philippe's life, for as soon as Pierre I (1359-69) was
crowned, he appointed his old friend as Chancellor of the
Kingdom, a post which M^zieres retained until the assassin-
ation of his sovereign. During the interval between his
meeting with Hugh IV and the accession of Pierre I,
Philippe spent most of his time preaching the crusade in
Aragon and France, participating in the wars of 1354
in Normandy under the command of Arnoul d'Audrehem,
Marshal of France and probably in the companies organized
by Bertrand du Gueselin, though the details of his activities
in these wars are obscure and incomplete,1 The import-
ance of his career as active propagandist, diplomatist and
crusader became pronounced only when he was summoned
by Pierre I to Cyprus. It was then that he met Pierre de
Thomas, and afterwards accompanied the King on his
European journeys of 1363-4 in search of men and money
for the crusade.2 At the courts of the maritime republics
of Italy, at Avignon, and in the capitals of Western King-
doms, he was the principal assistant of Pierre I in his
extensive negotiations. liven outside the King's mission
he became a force in European politics, Perhaps the most
notable service he rendered to the establishment of peace
in the West was undertaken in conjunction with Pierre de
Thomas in 1364, when the two ambassadors mediated with
a great measure of success in the scandalous dispute
and imminent war between Bernabo Visconti of Milan and
the Church.1 The main outcome of the journey, however,
was the crusade against Alexandria in 1365, and reference
has already been made to him in connexion with the part
played by Pierre de Thomas during the attack. Early in
1366 he lost the Legate, his spiritual father. Afterwards
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